Atherosclerosis and Angiotensin II
Atherosclerosis is an inflammatory disease characterized by endothelial dysfunction, thereby leading to the accumulation of macrophage-derived foam cells in the vessel wall. Endothelial cells, intimal smooth muscle cells, and leukocytes produce a wide range of inflammatory cytokines, chemokines, and growth factors in the multifactorial process of atherosclerosis. Angiotensin II (Ang II) has been shown to amplify this inflammatory process by exaggerating the production of reactive oxygen species, inflammatory cyto

F i g u r e 1 . AT 2 o v e r e x p r e s s i o n i n h i b i t s a t h e r o s c l e r o t i c f o r ma t i o n i n a p o E -KO mi c e . A s u b p r e s s o r d o s e o f An g I I i n f u s i o n ma r k e d l y i n c r e a s e d t h e a t h e r o s c l e r o t i c l e s i o n s i z e i n a p o E -KO mi c e ( f r o m
5 . 3 ± 1 . 1 t o 1 6 . 7 ± 4 . 8 %, p < 0 . 0 0 1 ) , wh e r e a s t h e l e s i o n f o r ma t i o n wa s ma r k e d l y a t t e n u a t e d i n AT 2 -T g / a p o E -KO mi c e ( f r o m 5 . 7 ± 0 . 6 t o 6 . 9 ± 1 . 9 %, p = n . s . ) . (Fig. 2) 
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